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I have a free PDF book on which every page has a very large margin on the right-side. I would like to print it two-sided and bind it to a book using an online printing service. The problem is that I would need to move the content of each odd numbered page to the right for this to work better.


I don't have access to the TeX source that generated the file and the authors are not providing it, so I can't recompile it for two-sided printing. I'm happy with any solution that works on either Linux or OS X.


For anyone interested, the file is this: http://infolab.stanford.edu/~ullman/mmds/book.pdf


EDIT: After some tinkering I did it with the following method:


	I first split the pdf into two files of odd/even pages using pdftk.

	Using Skim I measured the size of the left margin which was 72pts.

	Using Skim's select tool, I picked a 72pt margin on the left for the odd pages and on the right for the even pages with a total width of 450 points. To keep A4 proportions, I chose 636 pts as the height of the bounding box and made it fit the document. Finally, I cropped the even/odd files to their corresponding boxes.

	Merged the files using pdftk.

	Open the file in OS X Preview, opened the print dialog, chose save as PDF, chose A4 as paper size and scale to fit the page.




Had been nicer to do this from the command line, since using a calculator to calculate the coordinates is much quicker than trying to get the bounding boxes with the correct coordinates. From some reason Skim doesn't show you the coordinates of the cursor in the status bar before you have chosen the first point for the selection.
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Method #1 - pdfcrop


There's a command line tool called pdfcrop that sounds like what you're looking for.



  pdfcrop  is  a  utility to calculate and remove empty margins from each
  page in the input PDF file.  The resulting  output  file  occupies  the
  minimal  paper  size  needed for the contents and is therefore suitable
  for inclusion as a graphic




Examples

$ pdfcrop --margins 10 input.pdf output.pdf
$ pdfcrop --margins â€™5 10 5 20â€™ --clip input.pdf output.pdf



Method #2 - pdfjam


As an alternative there's another tool called pdfjam.


$ pdfjam --twoside --offset '2cm 0cm' file.pdf
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                pdfcrop doesn't seem to look for a shared bounding box for the pages, but computes one for each page separately. Therefore, you end up with a bunch of pages of different sizes.
                
                
– Edvard Fagerholm
                

                Oct 27, 2014 at 12:22
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		




        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            83

                        
                        Split pages in pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            14

                        
                        Extract even-numbered and odd-numbered pages of a PDF into two separate PDFs
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Exchange odd and even pages in a pdf file?
                    

                    
                        
                            17

                        
                        Printing two pages per sheet from the command line
                    

                    
                        
                            19

                        
                        How can I split each PDF page into two pages, using the command line?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        extract document information from PDF file like width of margins?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Print two half-sized copies of a two-sided document at once
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    I saved these seeds last year, but I cannot remember what they are. Some sort of flower
                

            
	
                

                    What are the Lie algebras that appear as centralizers in a semisimple Lie algebra?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    Is L'Hospital applicable when the limit of derivative quotient does not exist?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is a majority of Vietnamese Republican as opposed to other Asian American groups in the United States?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a good way to shorten time to Export many pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    What would the cheapest way to demolish large amounts of buildings when damage to the surrounding area isn't a concern?
                

            
	
                

                    How to derive the Jacobian of an operator
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    Representing natural numbers as sums of distinct prime powers
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    Factoring 350 to 400 digit long rsa number… But in less than 5 to 7 minutes
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            
	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    IEEE 802.3 Clause 28
                

            
	
                

                    Compare number to string with ranges and single numbers
                

            
	
                

                    Can a Pokémon transform a human into a Pokémon?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Unix & Linux

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


            
                Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds. UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group. 
This site is not affiliated with Linus Torvalds or The Open Group in any way.
            

    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    